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This CRStar Insight will show users how to use Wildcards (*) to search for text within text fields in 
CRStar. 

Many users are aware that wildcards (*) can be used in selected populations when looking at 
codes that appear in coded fields to assist in searching for values.  However, wildcards can also be 
very useful when searching for key words in CRStar Text Fields. 

Note: When using wildcards to search for text, using the correct spelling is paramount.  
Only cases that contain the exact string of letters included between the wildcards will be 
selected in the population. If there is a typo in the text within the abstract, the typo will 
prevent the case from being selected in the population. 

Reminder: 

• A wildcard that precedes a coded character will find any coded values ending in that value. 
• A wildcard appearing after a character value will find any value that begins with that value. 
• Using wild cards before and after a character will find any value that contains that 

character. This is the preferred method when searching text with wildcards in CRStar. 
 

 

Please see the following pages for examples of using a wildcard to search the Physical Exam text 
field to find patients who had a documented DRE. 
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Use wildcards before and after DRE to select cases that contain DRE anywhere in the physical 
exam text field. 

 
 

A List Pop can be run to identify the cases that were selected and contain DRE in the Physical 
Exam text. 
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Below is an example of using wildcards to search the Chemo Text fields for a specific drug. 
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The selected population can be run through a list pop to identify the cases that were selected and 
contain Carboplatin in the chemo text. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Available at www.mycrstar.com 


