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This enews serves as a reminder that when coding extranodal lymphomas that the two digit site code should 
always be coded to site 77 (Lymph Nodes) and the topography code to the extranodal site, i.e. stomach, lung, 
colon, etc. This groups these cases with the lymphomas for site distribution, but gives the registrar the correct 
surgery and staging codes for the extra nodal site. This enews will also address the use of the Stage Descriptor 
field in coding these sites. This field allows for easy populating of these cases in reporting. The enews also 
shows how to identify and correct cases of extranodal lymphoma coded not coded to site 77. 

• Stage according to the Lymphoma staging scheme.  
• In the Stage descriptor field, use code 1(E) extranodal, 

lymphomas only) 

Code surgical procedures to the extra nodal site, i.e. 
stomach.  
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Populations of extranodal lymphomas can easily be selected by using the stage descriptor fields. In the 
example below the selection criteria are the stage descriptors for extranodal sites for a given year. NOTE: 
To select all the extranodal lymphomas in the entire database, you can skip step 1 and just select the 
population based on items 805 and 806.   

1. First select a population 
of cases for the year. In 
this example Dx Date 
EQ 2013]. 

2. Create a subpopulation, 
by typing a new label. 
2013 Extranodal 
Lymphomas. 

3. Delete line 1, item 
number 151 and enter 
805 P Stage Descriptor 
EQ 1 OR 806 C Stage 
Descriptor EQ 1, then 
select.  

There are many reports that 
can be generated from this 
population selection criteria.  
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If you have not been coding the extranodal lymphomas in the Stage descriptor fields, a global data change can 
be made after selecting a population of the extra nodal cases. Three populations will need to be selected.  
Refer to page 224 in the user manual. 

POP 1 

POP 2 

POP 3 

1. For POP 1, select the population 
for asking for Site 77 and 
Topography Code  (Not equal) 
to C77*.  

2. For POP 2, create a 
subpopulation. Type in a new 
label. Example: Extranodal 
Lymphomas Clinical Stage 
Descriptor.  

3. Delete line 1 (133-Topo Code) 
and enter item numbers 371 as 
shown. This population will 
select cases where the P stg 
group is either blank or coded to 
99. Use the logic OR. 

4. For POP 3, in the new label, 
change Clinical Stg Descriptor 
to Path Stg Descriptor. 

5. Change item numbers 371 to 
124 as shown. This will select 
cases where the P stage 
descriptor is either blank or 
coded to 99. Use the logic OR. 
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Now that the populations have been selected the global changes can be made. It will be necessary 
to make two separate global changes. One for the Clinical Stage Descriptor and the other for the 
Path stage descriptor.  

1. Log in as the System 
Administrator. 

2. Under Sys Admin, go to 
Global Change. 

3. Enter the population for 
the Extranodal Clinical 
descriptors. Enter item 
number 806 (C stg 
descriptor). In Change 
from type ALL and in 
Change to enter code 1.  

4. Click OK. 
5. Enter the population for 

the Extranodal Path 
descriptors. Enter item 
number 805 (P stg 
descriptor). In Change 
from type ALL and in 
Change to enter code 1.  

6. Click OK.  
IMPORTANT: Please 
ensure you have a backup 
before performing global 
changes. (Backups are 
done for ASP (Internet) 
clients. Please contact ERS 
before performing globals 
to ensure a backup has 
been done.) Also, make 
sure all users are out of 
the system before 
performing a backup 
and/or global changes. 


